         
20th May 2009
Dear Parents and Year 6 children,

This letter is to provide you with important information regarding the PGL trip on the 1st June 2009. The staff attending this trip are: Mr Whiting, Mrs Ronelle Smith, Linda French (TA), and Chris Evans (TA). We are fully insured and can let you see details if you wish. 

Please find attached a kit list for the trip. Most importantly, children should have at least 3 changes of old clothes that are appropriate for the time of year. It is important that consideration is taken for the evenings which may still be cold, even in June, and take into account the unpredictability of the English weather! Hopefully, the weather will be warm and sunny, and so suncream is essential as children spend most of the day outside. 

PLEASE ENSURE ALL CLOTHES (including underwear!!) ARE LABELLED CLEARLY WITH THE CHILD'S NAME. Don't over-pack though!! The children have to carry all their own things.

Old tracksuits are a good idea, as they are comfortable and much less heavy than jeans if they get wet. They will need a swimming costume too, as Boreatton Park has an indoor swimming pool which the children have access to from time to time. There are drying facilities, but these are communal, hence the importance of labelling clothes. Waterproofs are provided if required.
Footwear has proved a problem in the past. It is essential the children have at least 2 pairs of shoes; 1 for wet activities (old trainers or plimsolls) and 1 for dry activities (trainers or everyday shoes). A stout pair of shoes or walking boots are a good idea too, if you have them. Slippers can be worn in the dormitories.
Please don't pack any smart new clothes. THIS ISN'T A FASHION WEEK. One set of ‘smartish’ clothes for the social evening only. You have to keep it to a minimum as the children have to carry their own luggage.

A sleeping bag is required. If you do not have one please let us know as soon as possible and conversely if you have one or more you wouldn't mind loaning out please let us know. A pillow is not necessary as this takes up too much space. Bring a pillowcase and stuff it with clothes for the night.

Although waterproofs are provided during activities, we recommend that you pack a light-weight - easy to pack - waterproof jacket as well. The children may need to pack these in their ruck-sack or wear them if the weather looks unsavoury on the morning of the trip. There are several instances during the week where the children are outside other than during activities. E.g. walking to activities/between dormitories/centre, getting on/off the coach, and maybe a BBQ. If it’s cold in the evenings, or it rains at any time, the children will be grateful of them. 

A black bag for taking wet clothes to be dried is vital. A summer hat for keeping off the sun (we hope!) is useful, and roll-on deodorant might come in handy too!!! Spray deodorants are not allowed as these have set off fire alarms in the past. Make-up is not allowed.

A small holdall or rucksack is needed to carry day to day items, especially on day one.
Writing materials; paper, envelopes and stamps are useful, as many children like to write home at least once. Please NO BATTERY OR ELECTRICAL OPERATED GAMES, HEADPHONES, HAIR ACCESSORIES, ETC. Children can bring small travel games if they wish for the coach journey. Once at PGL there is very little time for these anyway. Cameras are allowed and I recommend disposable ones. If a child brings a digital camera, they do so at their own risk.

We do not encourage children to phone home. We will of course use our discretion over this and most certainly you will hear from us in an emergency. Please NO MOBILE PHONES. PGL is all about developing a sense of independence, group dynamics, and teamwork. Children who phone home are not only seen to spoil this, but are insensitive to those who may yearn for home. Any mobile phones found will be confiscated and the child involved will be seriously reprimanded. The evenings are time-tabled with fun activities too, so they really don't get much time.

We carry a comprehensive first aid kit at all times, but it might be useful for you to pack a small kit (plasters etc) for small cuts and bruises. 

The sleeping facilities are arranged in dormitories. We try to put each child with at least one friend, though the time spent in the room is minimal.

The activity groups are arranged with much care and thought as well. Each activity is run by an instructor with the relevant nationally recognised qualifications.

The emphasis is on safety at all times with lots of fun and care, but if you have any concerns at all, please do contact us at school. 

Look forward to another successful  trip!!
Yours sincerely,




Michael Whiting (Trip Organiser)
