20th May 2009

Dear Parents and Carers,


On the day of departure please note the following.


The children should attend school as normal at 8.50 a.m. with all their belongings for the trip. If you wish you may return to school at 11.00 a.m to see them off. Please wait in the top playground. The coach leaves promptly at 11.15 a.m arriving at PGL by 3.30 p.m traffic permitting. 

We will ring the school as soon as we arrive to let them know of our safe arrival, so please contact the school office for at information, rather than everybody ringing the centre. In fact, we would appreciate it if you would organise a network of parents that agree for one parent to communicate with the school to save our phone lines being jammed!! 

We should be leaving PGL on the Friday by 1p.m at the latest, arriving back at school at approximately 5.30 p.m. Again the school will be called as we leave, and constantly updated of our arrival time as we travel back. 

The children will be informed of their dormitory and activity groups when they arrive at PGL.
I remind you that the children should be able to carry their luggage, so make sure you don’t make it too heavy for them. It is also a good idea for them to pack with you so that they know where things are. Please make sure sleeping bags are clearly labelled with the child’s name and, if separate, tied securely (i.e. not just hung over the handle) to their luggage. All luggage must be clearly labelled with the child’s name, and home and destination addresses. We will be providing them with PGL luggage labels, but these tend not to last, so a more permanent label is recommended too. No school uniform is needed for this day or indeed the week.


As mentioned in the kit list letter, the children should also have with them on the day, a separate small rucksack (like the type many of them bring to school) to carry the following items needed close at hand. The bag will be used frequently throughout the week.
What they should bring in their small rucksack on Monday 1st June 2009
· Medicines – Any medicine the children bring with them should be clearly labelled with the child’s name and written instructions on how to use it, when to use it, and how much to use. It should be sealed in a clear waterproof bag. If your child requires a travel sickness tablet please provide us with clear instructions on when and how these should be taken including the return journey. It is vitally important that all medicine is up to date. We have had instances in the past when trips were delayed until medicine was replaced. Chris Evans will be collecting these medicines before we leave. If you have any queries regarding medicine, please speak to Chris.
· Packed lunch for Monday only – This must be in disposable containers, except for a reusable water bottle which is very handy throughout the week (no sticky drinks please!). The children will be having their lunch at a service station on the way. We will be disposing all used packaging there. Just one very small bag of sweets to suck on please! Excited, travel weary children with lots of sweeties can lead to messy problems for us!
· Travel games (no battery ones), a book, a puzzle book, to help make the long journey less tedious. May I remind you once more how important it is that children do not take mobile phones, personal stereos, or any other electronic items, including hair accessories. Torches are NOT needed either. 

· Cameras, however, are allowed. Disposable cameras are highly recommended.

· Their diaries plus writing implements. It is up to the children to collect these from school.
· A coat/jacket in case the weather is changeable.
We ask you not to phone Boreatton Park unless in emergencies. Letters of course may be sent, and each year we suggest the welcoming touch of you sending a letter to be there on arrival. Letters/postcards should be addressed as follows:

e.g. 

John Smith

St. Michael’s Primary School

C/O 

PGL Boreatton Park

Baschurch

Shrewsbury 

Shropshire

SY4 2EZ
Tel: 01939 260551 (Emergencies only)
You may wish to give them plain postcards, and stamps so they can write back (if they find the time!!).
It is vitally important that these guidelines are adhered to, so that the trip can be successful for all. I am confident that all will have a fabulous time. If there are any other queries regarding the trip, please do not hesitate to speak to me before half-term.  
Looking forward to a great week!
Kind regards.
Michael Whiting
PGL 2009– There and Back Again!








