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Hook sentences

The first sentence of a story is called a hook sentence because it often grabs the reader’s attention and sucks them into the story. It should:

1. Start in the middle of a story. i.e. something has already happened.

2. Be linked in some way to the problem of a story.

3. Make the reader want to ask questions that are as yet unanswered.

4. Get the story MOVING right from the start. 

Here are some hook sentences. What questions do you want to ask after you read them? Use question words such as 'Where?' 'Why?' 'When?' 'Who?' 'Which?' and 'How?' to help you. 

(a) 
Last year, in the town where I live, it got very dark. And stayed dark. 
'Lighter Than Bright' by Rachel Anderson

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(b)     Jannet Jaffray had gone to bed early and woke to the sound of a wild kind of wailing, far out and away at sea.

'Daughter of the sea' by Berlie Doherty

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(c)     Maddie had not left her home for thirteen years.

'The Memory Prisoner' by Thomas Bloor

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
(d)     Coraline discovered the door a little while after they moved into the house.


'Coraline' by Neil Gaiman

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(e) Find two hook sentences of your own from books you have read. For each of these sentences write down the answers to these questions.

· What questions are unanswered as yet?

· How is this sentence linked to the problem of the story?

· What event has happened before this story begins?
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