Year 5 Writing Task - Show rather than tell

When writing a story, don’t tell the reader the character is scared, excited, or happy! Show them this as if you are painting a picture for the reader. You need to create a picture in the reader's mind and get away from the repetition of such empty words as weird, really neat, beautiful, wonderful, and b-o-r-i-n-g.
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Show emotion! Don’t tell them about it!

Here are some examples:
Telling: The girls were excited.
Showing: Giggles and screams filled the arena. The soft curls were now damp with perspiration and the anticipation of the event. They held tight to each other in a mock effort to contain themselves. Arms flailed upward, and voices echoed in varying tones. The moment was here.

Telling: The room was empty.
Showing: The door opened with a resounding echo that seemed to fill the house. Cobwebs once attached flowed freely in the air as the open door brought light to a well worn floor. The light gave notice to the peeling paint on the walls and to the silhouettes once covered by pictures. The new air gave life to a stuffiness that entrapped the room. Faded and torn white sheets covered once new furniture now drowning in dust.
Now have a go at changing these ‘telling’ sentences into ‘showing’ sentences and paragraphs like the examples above.
1. The boy was sad when he heard that his cat died.

2. The old man was afraid of the dark.

3. The baby was angry when her brother took away her toy.

Now do the same for a description of a room.

4. The room was cold.

