fantasy Author inspires students

Yesterday, well known author Cliff McNish visited St Michael’s school in Highgate to talk about his books.  Students had the opportunity to ask questions and to read their own creative writing to Mr McNish, receiving invaluable advice from the experienced author.

Prolific author of the fantasy The Doomspell Trilogy (Doomspell, The Scent Of Magic and The Wizards Promise), Silver Sequence (Silver Child, Silver City and

Silver World) , Breathe and Angel. 

 When asked about his manuscript “The Secret Room”, Mr McNish admitted that it was a disappointment not to have this novel accepted for publishing. “The publishers didn’t feel strongly enough about The Secret Room  to warrant the high cost of publishing and marketing the book”.  He accepted that rejection was a reality for many authors and it illustrated how tough it is to make a living from writing. 

Mr McNish asked the students to think up  their own characters for 

a novel which could be fantasy or real life.  They were encouraged to develop characters that had more than one problem as.this would make them more interesting for the reader. The children were very motivated by this exercise.  “I love Ciff McNish’s books, and it was great to meet a real author.” commented Oliver Toohey, aged 10.  “I have learnt some new techniques to improve my own creative writing!” enthused Leo Allison, also 10.
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