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Dear Parents and Carers 
September is over and what a busy month it has been. 
 
Thank you for being so welcoming, I feel quite overwhelmed by the generosity of spirit I have felt from 
the whole school community. Thank you for your positive comments and words of encouragement too, 
they are most appreciated. Your views and comments have been very helpful and It is  
exactly this that I would like to tap into in greater depth. 
 
FEEDBACK WORKSHOPS 
We have already held one of our Feedback Workshops and the second one will be happening on 
Monday 12th October at 7.30-9.30. If you did not manage to come to the earlier one please feel  
welcome to come on Monday. It will be an opportunity for parents and carers to meet with me and 
each other to share your views regarding your child’s experience at St Michael’s. We will be looking at 
the things that we do really well, areas we could improve upon and areas we might be able to consider 
in the future. This feedback will give me a snapshot of your views and allow me to draw up a plan of 
areas to focus on in greater detail. The discussion session will last for about an hour and I hope that 
we will finish with a less formal chance to socialise with each other over some refreshments.  

PARENT VOLUNTEERS IN SCHOOL ... Important message. 
We would like to express a huge thank you to all the parents and carers 
who have been volunteering in school over the last year and this term. 
This has been a really valuable and helpful support and we are very keen 
to continue involving parents and carers in this way.  
With the new year, we have new parents who would like to volunteer their 
time during the school day and we are very pleased to welcome you. 
 
Currently all schools have been charged to ensure that they are complying with their statutory duty re-
garding safeguarding, and we at St Michaels, along with all schools are reviewing our procedures to 
make sure that we are doing everything we should to ensure your children are safe in our care.  
 
One of our tasks is to ensure that all people who volunteer in the school have received the correct 
check. This is not something new and those of you who have been volunteering for a while will have 
already done this. 
 
As part of our review we are just updating all our records and ask that all our volunteers, experienced 
or new, help us to do this. If you are currently volunteering in school or wish to do so would you be so 
kind as to help us by visiting the office and making sure that  we have a current dated check for you in 
our records. Until you have had this check I am afraid we are unable to let you start however we can 
run a check in the relatively short time of a few days so this should not be too difficult. 
If you are new to volunteering, would like to support your child’s class on trips during the year or are 
considering it in the near future please come to the office and Dee will be happy to organise this check 
for you. 
 

Whist  this may cause a little inconvenience in the short term, and for that I 
really do apologise, I am sure that all of us appreciate it is the school’s statutory 
duty and in the end it is in the interest of our children’s safety. 
 
 

Thank you again for your energy and time in Volunte ering in school you 
are most appreciated. 
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NEW ROUTINES AT THE START AND END OF THE DAY from 
Monday 12th October 
 
The beginning and end of the day is always a busy time around the school building and the car park 
as staff and parents try to co ordinate handing the children over to one another. Staff have been re-
viewing this process to try to make it more accessible and safer around school.  
 
As of Monday 12th October we would be most grateful if you would help us by changing the KS1 and 
KS2 routines in the following way; 

 
All KS1 children in Klee, Kandinsky, Gaugin and van Gogh should enter school in the 
usual way through the front gates but then continue down the ramp into the KS1 
playground where they will be collected by their class teacher at the usual time of 
8.50am. The children will then say goodbye to their parent in the playground and go 
with their teacher to their classrooms allowing parents to walk back up the ramp 
home. This will help allow the children to develop their independence, ease the con-
gestion in the cloakrooms and assist those parents who have toddlers or younger 
children in push chairs with the drop off.  
 

At the end of the day, KS1 teachers will escort their children back to the KS1 playground ready in their 
coats, with their bags/lunch boxes to be handed safely over to waiting parents. This will mean that no 
one will need to walk between the cars or through the car park with their young children. 
 
 
KS2 children in yrs 3, 4, 5 & 6 will be collected from the top playground as usual in 
the morning at 8.50 and will be escorted back to the top playground with their coats, 
bags/lunchboxes at the end of the day where they can be handed back safely to 
their parents or carers. 
 
For parents who have children in both KS1 and KS2, please collect your youngest 
from the KS1 playground first and then collect your KS2 child as you walk back 
through the top playground to go home. Teachers will stay with your KS2 child to allow you to walk up 
from the KS1 playground.  
 
There will be no change in drop off or collection for Reception and Nursery class. 
 
Please don’t worry about these arrangements as there will be extra staff out in the playground on 
Monday morning to help or guide you through. We will of course monitor the change closely to see 
how it is working. 
 
As usual, any child that has not been collected by 3.40 will be taken to the office to wait safely until 
their parent arrives. 

 
 
  Whilst these arrangements mean that parents will not need to enter the 
school building every morning and at end of day, we will ensure that there 
are plenty of opportunities to come into your child’s classroom and see 
what they are doing and share time looking at their work with them. Thank 
you for your cooperation. 
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COLLECTIVE WORSHIP 
Family Assembly on Thursdays 
This year we have introduced Family Assemblies on Thursday mornings. The purpose is to invite 
both parents and the whole school to the class assembly on Thursday mornings. This will allow 
siblings to watch their younger or older brothers and sisters together with their parents and share 
the experience. After the class has delivered their collective worship, parents will be invited back 
to their child’s classroom to give their child a chance to explain and show in greater detail the 
work they have been covering. So far Degas and Gaugin have delighted us with their work, here 
are the rest of the dates for this term.  
 

15.10.09 Seurat Yr 3      26.11.09 Klee Yr 1 
 

22.10.09  Kandinsky Yr 1      3.12.09 Monet Yr 4 
 

5.11.09 Hockney Yr 6      10.12.09 Cezanne Yr 3 
 

12.11.09 van Gogh Yr 2      17.12.09 Picasso Yr 5 
 

19.11.09 Magritte Yr 5 
 

ST MICHAEL’S DAY 
This year we held a St Michael’s Day service in St Michael’s Church. This was a lovely occasion 
attended by all the children and a number of parents. Children enacted the story of St Michael, 
presented their thoughts on angels, wrote and read the prayers and the choir sang. There were a 
number of hymns and songs in unison and in two parts for the congregation to sing. Thank you to 
everyone who sent in Michaelmas Daisies and came along to support us. 
 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 
Harvest Festival was celebrated at school with generous donations of food 
from the children. We were celebrating our good fortune in having food to eat 
and considering how our food came to us. Children thought about the farmers 
here and in other countries. They discussed what we could do to help those 
less fortunate than ourselves and how to support communities and their devel-
opment through Fair Trade. We did this through readings, songs, games and 
dramatisations. Thank you to everyone who sent in donations and to those who 
came to share our Harvest Festival. Food will be distributed with the church of 
St Michael to those in need around our community.  

CLUBS collection and drop off arrangements 
Early Morning 
May I remind parents that children should not come to school before 8.40 when there will be a 
member of staff on duty in the playground.  
 
There is however, a morning breakfast club available to children starting at different times from 
7.45am . If you are interested your child attending please contact Mr Michael Whiting to register 
them. Most children are registered in the Science room before they are collected to go to their 
club.  
 
Please can parents be aware that some children are arriving too early and are roaming around 
the school and car park unsupervised at a time when cars are arriving for the day. In the interest 
of your child’s safety please do not leave them until you have handed them over to the adult in 
charge. 
 
Children who attend clubs after school in both KS1 and KS2 will be escorted straight to their club 
from their classroom. This means that parents will not need to worry about them at the end of the 
day and will only need to come and collect their child from the club at their usual finish times. 
Hopefully these arrangements will make it safer and  easier for children and parents at the 

start and end of the day.  



CONGRATULATIONS.... 
Congratulations go to Noga Inspector Yr 6 who is the winner of the Cavatina 
Prize 2009/09. Noga’s beautiful illustration was inspired by the Cavatina 
Chamber Music Trust concert and selected out of over two thousand entries . 
Noga’s illustration will now be used this year on the Cavatina Trust’s postcards 
which are circulated around schools to inform them of events. 
 
Congratulations are also due to the children in Hockney and Warhol , whose 
wonderful portraits were exhibited at the Highgate Gallery during the weekend’s 
activities for the ‘Big Draw’.  
We are very proud of all our children’s achievements and talents. 

 

 
 

 
*Bank Holidays:  
Friday 25 December 2009 & Monday 28 December 2009 
Friday 1 January 2010 
Friday 2 April 2010 & Monday 5 April 2010 
Monday 3 May 2010 
Monday 31 May 2010 
Monday 30 August 2010 
 
INSET – There are five days of INSET a year which may be used by schools for training or other 
educational use. School is closed for children on these days.  
 
Thursday 3 September 2009 
Friday 4 September 2009 
Monday 4 January 2010 
Parents will be notified of the remaining two INSET  days as soon as possible  

Autumn Term 2009       

  Starts  Ends  Term Days  

INSET Thurs 3 & Fri 4 Sept No children in school   

Autumn 1 Monday 7 Sept Friday 23 October 37 

Holiday Monday 26 October Friday 30 October   

Spring 2 Monday 2 November Friday 18 December 35 

Holiday Monday 21 December Friday 1 January*   

Spring Term 2010  
  

    

  Starts  Ends  Term Days  

INSET Monday 4 January No children in school   

Spring 1 Tuesday 5 January Friday 12 February 30 

Holiday Monday 15 February Friday 19 February   

Spring 2 Monday 22 February Thursday 1 April 29 

Holiday Friday 2 April* Friday 16 April   

Summer Term 2010       

  Starts  Ends  Term Days  

Summer 1 Monday 19 April Friday 28 May 29 

Holiday Monday 31 May* Friday 4 June   

Summer 2 Monday 7 June Friday 23 July 35 

Holiday Monday 26 July Tuesday 31 August   

    TOTAL  195 Days  


